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Press release

GfK Supervisory Board seeks damages from two
former management board members

Nuremberg, March 1, 2016 — Following media enquiries, GfK confirms
that, represented by the Supervisory Board, it has initiated civil
proceedings against the former CEO of the Group, Prof. Dr. Klaus
Wibbenhorst, and the former CFO, Christian Weller von Ahlefeld in
the District Court Niurnberg-Furth. GfK is seeking to recover damages
in relation to tax irregularities in Turkey the company already
announced in January 2013. A first oral hearing took place in the
District Court Nurnberg-Furth. Out of court negotiations are being
conducted in parallel to the ongoing legal proceedings.

The ongoing investigation, which is being conducted with external,
independent experts in Turkey and Germany, was initiated by the current
Management Board at the end of 2012. In the opinion of GfK, the
defendants breached their supervisory duties due to insufficient oversight.
During the time period in which the violations occurred and GfK
subsequently incurred the damages, Prof. Wiibbenhorst was the board
member responsible for Turkey and the Chairman of the management
board of GfK Turkey. Christian Weller von Ahlefeld was the management
board member responsible for financial and control systems during that
same time period.

“As previously communicated, GfK has conducted a thorough investigation
of the situation. Based on the findings of the extensive in-house and
external analysis, the Supervisory Board is compelled to seek
compensation for the damages the company has sustained caused by the
defendants,” said Dr. Arno Mahlert, Chairman of the Supervisory Board of
GfK SE.

These developments have no impact on GfK’s Turkish operations. Clients
have not been affected by the tax irregularities, as they were related to the
organizational setup, not the client-facing side of the business.

About GfK

GfK is the trusted source of relevant market and consumer information that
enables its clients to make smarter decisions. More than 13,000 market
research experts combine their passion with GfK’s long-standing data
science experience. This allows GfK to deliver vital global insights matched
with local market intelligence from more than 100 countries. By using
innovative technologies and data sciences, GfK turns big data into smart
data, enabling its clients to improve their competitive edge and enrich




consumers’ experiences and choices.

For more information, please visit www.gfk.com or follow GfK on Twitter:
https://twitter.com/GfK
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